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US Navy destroyers that weren't built to hunt and clear

mines led the way on a risky new mission in the Strait of
Hormuz

By Jake Epstein +
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USS Chief (MCM-14) and USS Pioneer (MCM-9) Avenger-class mine

countermeasures ships leaving Singapore - April 10, 2026 SRC: INST-
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U.S. Central Command |'®

More than 10,000 U.S. Sailors, Marines, and Airmen along with over a
dozen warships and dozens of aircraft are executing the mission to
blockade ships entering and departing Iranian ports. During the first 24
hours, no ships made it past the U.S. blockade and 6 merchant
vessels complied with direction from U.S. forces to turn around to re-enter
an Iranian port on the Guif of Oman.

The blockade is being enforced impartially against vessels of all nations
entering or departing Iranian ports and coastal areas, including all Iranian
ports on the Arabian Gulf and Gulf of Oman. U.S. forces are supporting
freedom of navigation for vessels transiting the Strait of Hormuz
to and from non-Iranian ports.

== (/5. BLOCKADE OF IRANIAN PORTS &

OVERVIEW

* No ships allowed in or out of Iranian ports

+ Blockade is being enforced impartially against vessels of all nations

+ Freedom of navigation remains for vessels transiting the Strait of Hormuz
except for ships entering or exiting Iranian ports

FIRST 24 HOURS

+ No ships from Iranian ports made it past the blockade
+ 6 merchant vessels complied with direction from U.S. forces to turn around

EXECUTING THE MISSION TYPES OF ASSETS

+ 10,000+ service members
+ 100+ fighter and surveillance aircraft

+ 12+ warships

+ Ampibius ssul Ship
“ + Refueling Aircraft

Intelligence, Surveiflance, and Reconnaissance Aircraft
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Current voyage Summary
SRS e o 2
" rin S | mengeis = View on live map Where is the ship?
i s s - Oil/Chemical Tanker ELPIS is currently located in the Oman Gulf (reported 19 hours, 28 minutes ago)
S Tunisia China Japan
2 - What kind of ship is this?
e Mamtal G JEat ==
A A A ELPIS (IMO: 9212400) is a Oil/Chemical Tanker and is sailing under the flag of COMOROS. Her length
4o C,):T%édu + overall (LOA) is 183 meters and her width is 27.43 meters.
P Matdives. Malbysia g =
< Tantania bax 6 Dnduap General Latest AIS information
Departure from Bushehr
IR BUZ T80 Navigational status  Stopped
o sessessassesssstncscsaccssasscneees @ Position received 19 h 30 mins ago
inl tinhe of depacture o i 2026-04-14 18:13
2026-03-3107:39 (UTC+4) (UTC+s)
R e 3883
Past track stitude/Longitude 25 oaer
BN Upload a photo m Speed 01kn
Voyage progress - Current position Arrival details -
Vessel's current losd condition Arrival loeation Nare ELPIS Sourme g
Partially Laden = SOORGE True heading 65"
Flag
Vessels current draught  Vessefs currentspeed Reported €TA 9 -
ate of turn 3
8m 0.1 knots 2026-01-31 12:00 (UTC+0) MO 9212400 o
Total voyage ¢ Time to destinstion Calculsted ETA Draught am
MMSI 620999876
Reported
Distance travelled Call sign D6A3876 T80

Distance to go Reported vs Calcuiated ETA

504 NM - -

Current wind

Wind speed / direction  Air temperature speed

destination
AIS transponder class  Class A Matched

destination

MarineTraffic :jyin0ll

[8 6)quall]

ELPIS duow 6jgn

©.Pavel Bulka

MarineTraffic :;jyinall


https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:6295238

935011 Juauwill ad) Joai il OCEAN ENERGY giladl diiow cilsa .auilll dicull Lol
If0'19.2 lgiyeg Iflo 110.67 u]Loa.IJl lglgh glu Lois alc Cuni Juig

[9 8jqunll]

OCEAN ENERGY gilaull ditow ciloglea
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Vessel Ownership r ghts  Compliance  Inthe news

Summary
Where is the ship?
General Cargo OCEAN ENERGY is currently located in the Persian Gulf (reported 1 day, 16 hours ago)

What kind of ship is this?

OCEAN ENERGY (IMO: 9350111} is a General Cargo and s sailing under the flag of PANAMA. Her
length overall (LOA) is 110,67 meters and her width is 19.2 meters.

General Latest AIS information
OMOoPQ BANDAR ABBAS ANCH Nerigitionslatits:. Stopped
9 . = 1416 h 4 mins ago
026-04 0231 (UTC+) I 4 L o 2026-0414 03:22
' © o wrcess)
Upload aphoto | View all (26) sttudelongitude 51 2000
Artival details -
s OCEAN ENERGY pecd Ok
essel’s curren Artvallocation B = . o
In Ballast Bandar Abbas Anch, IRAN " W PANAMA
esse Vessel’s curre Reported ETA — True heating 243°
sm 0Oknots 2026-04-14 03:30 (UTC+4.5) ) .,
MMS 352003351 - 0 °/mi
Total voyage distance  Time
254 NM Arived 367510 O o
IS transponder class  Class A s
254 NM ONM destinat BABOAS.
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