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Abstract

This study addresses the issue of regional security in the region from a constructivist
perspective that focuses on the concepts of identity and discourse. It proposes the possibility
of establishing security and stability by transforming the dominant culture governing the
relationship between conflict parties from a confrontational (Hobbesian) culture to a
cooperative (Kantian) culture, in accordance with the thesis presented by Alexander Wendt,
one of the most prominent constructivist theorists in international relations. Specifically, the
study examines armed non-state Kurdish actors. After explaining the concept of armed non-
state actors and elucidating the reasons for their proliferation in the post-Arab Spring era, the
study delves into the history of armed Kurdish forces in both Syria and Iraq, and then explains
the ideological and organizational differences among them. The divergence between Kurdish
political forces in Syria and Iraq indicates the possibility of building a local peace on Syrian
territory, which could extend to comprehensive regional peace between Syria and its
neighboring countries. This divergence entails a tendency among Syrian Kurdish political
forces to remain within the central state while preserving their cultural specificity, rather than
seeking complete separation as their counterparts in Iraq aim to do.

The study recommends adopting security policies based on dialogue and recognition when
dealing with armed non-state Kurdish actors, instead of policies of suppression and violence
that consider them a threat to national security. It is essential to build a cooperative culture to
prevent the recurrence of past events and to establish stable regional security.
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